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tended to books. You have all heard of people who
" cipher " from imagined visual numerals, and of others
who had the power to recall sheet-music, and to play
from the notes thus "brought before the eye. I have
read of a Scotch preacher who said that, while
apparently preaching without notes, he was really
reading from a manuscript which he saw mentally
before him. He could see even the marks of punctua-
tion. And this use of the faculty of visual repre-
sentation occurred whenever he had written a sermon
and read it carefully before going into the pulpit. I
venture to believe that it would be possible, with
practice, to recall any page of anything which we had
read, or rather seen, and in, like manner to get by eye
a gallery of pictures. As it is, we may appreciate
and thoroughly enjoy works of art. But unless we
deliberately exert our will, and intentionally impress
them on the memory with much trouble, they will
ngt recur to us as real things. They will not come
when we call to them. Why is it that, after going
through a gallery, we remember a few pictures and
forget others ? Simply because we have unconsciously,
through interest^ brought our memory to bear upon
the few. Had we been trained from childhood to use
this visual memory in the same manner in which
we are trained to exercise mental memory, we could
probably recall at will any object which we had onee
willed to remember.

There have been, however, many persons who have
acquired this desirable art. Thus we are told that
NICOLAS LOIR, an eminent French painter and engraver,
when in Italy, devoted his time to contemplating the
works of the great masters, hi$ eye-memory becoming